
Typhoon Race 2010 
Ma On Shan east-facing slope 

8-10, October. 2010 

 

 
Dear F3F pilots and friends, 
 

On behalf of the organizing committee of Typhoon Race 2010 and The Hong Kong Radio 
Control Soaring Society, our hosting club, we welcome you all to Hong Kong! We have done 
everything to make a pleasant and successful contest possible for you. This is the third Typhoon 
Race held in Asia-Pacific region after 2008 in Taiwan and 2009 in Korea. We are glad that Hong 
Kong was selected to host TR2010. The contest will serve as a good platform to promote the sport 
of F3F racing and to establish friendships with F3F pilots around the region as well as other parts of 
the world. We really hope to see the spirit of the race will go on in the years to come. 

 
October is the nicest time of a year for visiting Hong Kong. The weather is generally fine with 

the northeast monsoon already settled and strong easterly wind prevailed. Provided that the wind 
sticks to the long-term observations, nothing could stop us to enjoy this wonderful contest. Hong 
Kong is basically a metropolitan city, but still 70% of the territory is covered by country parks 
which have cultivated many flyable slopes. If you are the first time visiting Hong Kong, I do 
recommend you to enjoy the scenery while soaring along the mountain slopes.  

 
Let me thank all members of the organizing committee, friends and helpers of our club, their 

tireless devotions to the preparation of TR2010 have made this contest a reality. 
 
 

 
Stanley Chan 
Chairman, TR2010 Organizing Committee 
Mobile: 92568087  



Contest Information 
The contest will be conducted according to the FAI rules in the subclass of F3F for radio-controlled 
slope gliders. There will be awards for the champion, 1st runner-up, 2nd runner-up, and the fastest 
time. There will be a team award. A team consists of 3 pilots and the team score is based on the sum 
of the scores of the 3 team members. Because of the time constraint for accommodating large 
number of participants, there will be no round zero, the contest will be started as early as possible at 
8:00am in each contest day. However, organizer will arrange a practice session in the afternoon of 7 
October 2010 for those overseas pilots who will arrive one day earlier. 
 
Contest Schedule 
7 October 2010 (Thursday) 
Half day practice without course setup 

Pickup from hotel at: 13:00pm 
      Practice: 14:00pm to 17:30pm 
 
8 October 2010 (Friday) 
Full day competition 
      Pilot briefing: 7:00am 
      Contest: 8:00am to 18:00pm 
 
9 October 2010 (Saturday) 
Full day competition 
      Pilot briefing: 7:00am 
      Contest: 8:00am to 18:00pm 
 
10 October 2010 (Sunday) 
Full day competition 
      Pilot briefing: 7:00am 
      Contest: 8:00am to 17:00pm 
      Banquet and Award Presentation: 19:30pm 
 
Local Rules 
 Each contestant can have a maximum of three registered planes. A label will be stuck to the 

plane for identification by the judges. 
 The maximum number of rounds for this 3-days event is 20. There will be no discard if the total 

number of rounds held is less than 4. There will be one discard for the first 14 rounds and two 
discards for the 15 rounds onward.  

 Due to the remoteness of the flying site in Ma On Shan, we have to decent from the hill before 
darkness, so the last round of the day will not be started after 4:30pm (Sunset at 18:05). 

 The organizer tries to avoid frequency clashes between pilots prior to the contest, so you might 



be asked to use any one of the frequencies you submitted. Each contestant will be assigned with 
a contest number according to draw before the contest.  

 The contestants should constantly monitor the progress of contest in order to prepare themselves 
for the flight. The number of the last called competitor will be displayed on a number board next 
to CD position. The pilot should be ready in the ready-box 3 minutes before the start of his 
official flight. The judge may give the order to a competitor to start immediately after the exit of 
the preceding model from the speed course. If the called pilot fails to launch within a 30 
second period, he will get a DNS. After launched, the 30 seconds for height gain begin at this 
point. 

 After the flight, the glider should return to the eye level and the 5-second anti-diving rule 
applies. A zero score will be awarded if this rule is violated.  

 After exiting the course, the model is not allowed to fly back into the course. If this happens, 
the competitor will get a penalty of 100 marks. 

 The landing area shall be clearly marked on the ground, and landing out of the mentioned area 
without a valid reason shall score 0 points in the round. 

 Split round: if a round is interrupted by adverse conditions according to the FAI rules, and more 
than 50 % of the pilots have already flown, the round shall be automatically divided into two 
sub-rounds. Groups should be divided at the point when condition changed as judged by CD. 

 
Flying Site Arrangement 
The flying site is on top of Ngon Ping plateau located inside the Ma On Shan Country Park. The 
slope for glider flying is an east-facing slope which is long and straight, and is particularly suitable 
for model glider flying. The map in Figure 1 illustrates the general arrangement of the contest flying 
site. Two bases (Base A and Base B) of 100m apart will be set up at the edge of the slope. There 
will be a virtual race track between two bases. The contesting pilot will be standing in the edge of 
the slope in the position near the centre of the track. He will launch his glider from there to start the 
run. After he has completed his flight, he will walk 50m south to the marked landing area as shown 
in the map and then he will land his plane safely in the designated landing area. 

 



Figure 1 Flying Site Arrangement 

Photo showing the flying site arrangement 
(looking to the north) 

Photo showing the landing area (looking to the 
south from the pilot area) 

 
Safety Arrangement 
Safety is the outmost concern of the organizer. We want to make this competition SAFE to not only 
the participants and workers but also to all visitors and spectators nearby. Controlled areas will be 
set up for the pilots, the workers, the spectators, and for sailplane landing, respectively. The areas 
will be marked with plastic ribbon. 
 
a) Pilot Area 
This is an area where the contesting pilot will stand. Two judges will also stand beside him to signal 
and monitor the start, the progress and the end of the run, and to warn him in case if his plane is 
flying too close to the spectator area. There will be a penalty of 100 marks in case the contesting 
plane flew cross the spectator line. 
 
b) Spectator Area 
Spectator area is designated with a spectator line at least 10m behind the pilot area. No one except 
the contesting pilot and the workers can go beyond the spectator line to the slope edge.  
 
c) Landing Area 
The designated landing area is south to the spectator area, the safety distant between them is about 
50m. We strongly recommend that an assistant from the pilot’s own team to assist the pilot for the 
50m walk to the landing area after the flight. A zero score will be imposed if a pilot lands his 
plane outside the designated landing area. 
 
Pilot Briefing 
We will meet at the lobby of Regal Riverside Hotel in each morning at 7:00am for the pilot briefing. 
Then, once decided upon the flying venue according to the wind direction, we will start the journey 



to the slope Onsite briefing shall start normally no later than 7:50am unless sites with longer 
travelling time, and the race will normally begin at 8:00am. 
 
Please note that if wind is from direction other than east, we might need to fly in other slopes. There 
are slopes suitable for various directions, they are: 
 
Leung King :  for southeasterly wind 
Kin Ma Ling:  for southwesterly wind 
Jat’s Incline:  for southerly wind 
Lobster Bay:  for northeasterly wind 
Robin’s Nest:  for northerly wind 
 
Detailed site information will be given if needed. 
 
Other Information 
 
Transportation 
The organizer has arranged two 24-seat buses to transport foreign pilots from and to the flying site. 
The bus will be waiting outside Regal Riverside Hotel at 7:00am for the three day contest. One bus 
will be arranged to transport pilots in the afternoon of 7 October (Thursday) for practice flying. We 
might be able to pick up overseas pilots who will arrive at the airport in the Thursday morning, 
please let us know your travel itinerary if you want the pick up service. Pilots who will arrive days 
earlier can use the hotel’s airport bus service which runs hourly between the airport and Regal 
Riverside Hotel. Please contact the hotel directly if you need such service. 
  
Catering Arrangement 
The organizer will each day supply a lunch box for a pilot in the 3-day event. The lunch box will 
contain a sandwich and a can of soft drink, which will be distributed during the morning briefing 
session. Pilot has to carry his own lunch box to the flying site. Because of the potential hot sun, it is 
highly recommended that pilots and their visitors should equip themselves with sufficient water for 
a whole day out on the hill. 
 
BBQ Night 
We have arranged a BBQ dinner on the evening of 8 October, 2010 after the first day contest. This 
is on a cost-sharing basis. The cost of BBQ is about HK$120 each. The venue of BBQ is Tolo 
Paradise BBQ Garden in Lake Egret Nature Park, no. 2 Hung Lam Drive, Tai Po Kau, N.T., Hong 
Kong 
 
Banquet and Award Presentation 
The official banquet will be held at 7:30pm on Sunday 10 October 2010 in Regal Seafood Restaurant, 2nd 



floor, Regal Riverside Hotel, 34-36 Tai Chung Kiu Road, Shatin, Hong Kong. Please note that Regal 

Riverside Hotel is the organizer’s recommended hotel for overseas pilots. Banquet tickets are available 
from the contest office. 
 
Contest Awards 
Champion 
1st Runner-up 
2nd Runner-up 
Fastest Time 
Team award 
      

 
Judge Team 
Contest Director 
Y.C. Lui 
Mobile: 90204046 

Judges 
Hendry Li 
Leung Chi Wah 
Ah Keung 
Ken28 
Man Glider 

 
Steve Barton 
Vincent 
Henry 
C. Mak 

 
Organizer 

 
 
Sponsors 
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